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1. Jntroduction

This is a study ol Lo load of weapons, ammunition, and

certain communications equipment for NVA and VC units. Information avail-

Rl

able for this study included: Capturcd cnemy cuments, VG captive ve-
ports, VC rc:urnce reonosi: T .¢ reports produced by other
agencics

The documents and reporis mentioned in paragraph one were screcned
for any inforwation conceruning basic load of weapon,'ammunition, comnunica-~
tions equipment and unit strengths. This information was tabulated on ecach
type unit that has been identificd (sce tables 2, 3 and 4). Trom this tabula-
ticn it waé determined how many rounds of awmunition are issucd as a basic
load for cach type weapon. After the nuamber of weapons was determined along
with the number of rounds with cach weapon these totals were multiplied by
the weight of cach type round to determine the total weight of awmmunition.
Table 1 is a tabulation of the various type weapons giving basic load per

“weapon and the wei

of each type round. The only other type cquipment
that was considered in‘this study was signal cquipment and these weights,
devived from FM 101-10, "Staff Officer's Field Manual Organization, Technical,
and Logistic Data", are also included in table 1., Tables 2, 3 and &4 are
tabulations of squad, platoon and company size units that were extracted

.

“from the documents and reports. The source of cach of these extractions
Is included in these tables and constitutes the bibliography for this study.
Once the weights‘of awnmunition per weapon was. determined this was
applied to "Type'" NVA units up to and including Aivisions to deterwmine lob;
istical requirements. Figures 1 thru 5 show the NVA quantry‘CO., Comb.:
tupnort Company, Infantry Battalion, Regiwmont and Division aleng with their
basic load of (lass V supplics.
Examination of all available doata clearly shows thot the stveanth

-

il those VO rain forecs infantry bactalions that are arwed with the nev

-

7.062 family oi weapons {esitimaled to be some 0% of o1l wain force infouesy

vaite) are aboul (e atrenpth of an KVA fonfautyy boitad

Army review(s) completed.
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. remaining VC main and local force infantry battalions arc 60-7C0% the strenpgth

of NVA units and are armed with older weapons of various origin thus complicat-~
ing the 1ogisticnllyroblcms.‘ VC combat support units were found to.be
generally comparable in strength to NVA combat support umits.

3. Conclusions

Analysis of available data indicates that:

a. The NVA Infantry Bn Strengths in SVN average about 647 men when
at full strength.

b. ibe Basic Load of Class V supplies plus radios, telephones and
field wire for en NVA Infantry Bn in SVH is 3.41 tons.

¢. VC inain force infantry units armed with the new family of 7.6%um
weapons (30% of 15 bns) a§crage about &485men in strength (75% strength of
NVA units in SVi{).

d. The Dasic Toad of Class V supplies plus radios, telephones and
ficld wire of these VG main forces Infantry Bns is about 2,56 tons.

e, The remaining VC main forces and VC local forces infantry bus
are armed with a mixturce of weapons and their basic load averages about 2.2%
tons (657 strength of NVA units in SVN).

f. There appears to be a goal to build all units to full strength
and a trend to standardizing weapons.

g. The strength, equipment, and hasic load of Class V supplies for
all VC and NVA Cowmbat Support and Combat Scrvice Support units appears com=
parable.

h. Firediscipline is rigidly enforced throughout the VC and NVA
ardits and amaunition expenditure is rigidly controlled through comprehensive
cccounting procedures.

i, The capture of weapons and ammunition and the retricval of their
cun weapons and ammunition from the battlefield is of mﬁjor conca?n to the
combat forces.

i. A detailed breakout of Class V supplics plus signal gear of

VC/uVA units in SVN follows:

(\;-‘; 1t \ \ i‘ \.«! ” !‘|‘5‘«
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Qyungu*ugy I
Units Short Tons
“1 WYA Inf Bn 7 208.01
e an <5 Bos (7.62 family equipped) 38.40
36 VC Main Forces Bns 7 Equipped with a 157.62
35 VC Local Forces an_f mix.of weapons
3 Arty Bas (600 7, 53,86
« . oavui Bns (2 NV&, 2 VC) 2.52
1 Signal Bn (WA, 2,10
1 Transportation s (SVA) .25
1 Medical Ba (NVA) .10
101 Separate Inf Platoons (VC) T 8.74
173 Separate Inf Companies (ve) _ 68.54
Support Companies subordinate to the
32 Infantry Regiments (19 NVA, 13 veC) 171.84
6 Division Headquarters (4 NVA, 2 VC) v ) .6
. Total Basic Load 712 .58

Assuming the entire load of each VC/NVA unit is expghded every
30 days the average resupply requirement would be about 2% tons per day.

For all NVA units and the 30% of the VC main force units which
are equipped with the 7.62mm family of weapons, the supply requirement
from non-SVN sources would be about 10 toms per day. .

The resupply requirement for remaining VC main forces and VC
Local Forces would average 13 tons per day.

Resupply requirements computed by NIE 14.3 methodology (all
units consume 1/3 their basic load every 30 days) would result in a total
daily requirement for Class V of about 8 tons, with about 3 tons of this

coming from external sources.

% All figures nounded off.
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PASIC LOAD AND WEIGHT OF AMMUNIIYION AND COMMUNICATLON EQUIPHENT

Basic Toad Weight
Weapon Rounds ] Per Round
SMG . 180 . : . 0.3 oz
Pistol ' 35 0.3 oz
MG 650 0.6 oz
Rifle, 110 . 0.6 oz
AR/Assault | = 300 0.6 oz
1IMG 1,800 (7.6mm) : 0.6 oz
G 1,800 (12.7mm) ’ 4.5 oz
Mortar . 20 (60mm) 3.0 1b
Mortar 20 (82mm) 7.6 1b
Mortar 20 ‘(]_ZOmm) : 36,0 1b
Rocket Launcher 8 4.0 1b.
Recoilless Rifle 8 (57mm) ‘ 12,0 1b
Recoilless Rifle 8 (75mm) 25.0 1b
Grenades 2 per man 1.5 1b
15w Radios 35.0 1b
2w Radios : o 20.0 1b
6 VT’RC 10 15.0 1b
Telephone , 5.0 1b
Switchboard 20.0 1b
Commo Wire per km 42,0 1b

COMFIDLHTIAL
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Bul 356 Doc 480 545
6075094860 A9 1 1 4
Dul 356 Doc 35 500
6075095406 4 3
Bul 356 Doc 500 102
6075049366 10 3 6 40
Vi€ (3 sqds) o I
6075042366 7 2 1 14
VGG (4 sqds)
GO75114466 6 1 5
Doe e . 50 213
6075091266 3 4
VCC (27 sqds) , 1100 600
6075130466 1 Sq 1 1 3 26
VCG 500 200 320
6075136466 2 8q 1 2 1 1 26
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vee |
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yee e e —
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oo .
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6075024066 6 Sq 17 11 ‘ 9
Vee ‘ 5
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Pl 190 Doc
6075094766 . 1 3 3 1 1
Lul 349 Boc 50 467 440 3 130
6075047866 3 4 1
Bul_ 221 Doc
6075087766 2 5 ’ 2
Doc o 260 259 125
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- VC Returnee Sq. 150 : . 2400
607508046 BLEO 1 3 14
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VCC o Support
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(e o B ~
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Bul 348 Doc Sq’ 100 12
(B ea) o ]
6075094660 Mortar 11 1 1 1
pul 348 Doc 50 120
o Bea)
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Bul 348 Poc 120 5
{3 ea) ]
60750912 MG 1 2 2 12
VeC . _ B 300 300 1500
60750912 G0 1 2 3
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6075136465 60 mm 13 2 4
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veCe 100 200 500
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Lul 139 Doc )
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6075024166 3 6 9 56
(3 ca) 1500 1200 540 56
6075024166 Combat 2 2 1 2 1
Support 400 20 120 20 500
6075091266 3 3 12 52
vee (3 ca) 15002700 2700 4
6075083566 1 rlat 14 6 6 2
Doc ) R _
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VC Returnece
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VC Returnce ) e B
60750804606 75 DXZ 34 5 3(75) &0
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1 Plat 8 18 3
SURTI R _2Plat — e R .
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60751619060 3 6 15 62
Pul 512 Yioe (2900 rounds)
60751591066 22 . 3 3 13
Pul 503 Doc . 1176 300 655
§TC Report .}/3_3_'/65 59 3 1122 ‘3 100
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I 3 vlet 1800 1800 1200 _ _
SIC Report 317/65 2 Plat 27 3 12 9 90
U 1800 1800_900 _
$1C Report 317/65  Morvtar 4 5 2
. Plat 600 500 180 _
“81C Report 317/65 LrE 4 5 2
Plat 600 500 2400 -
87C Report 317/65 DRZ 4 5 2
i o Plat 600 500 _
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Bul 348 -Doc Gun . 3541 .
6075054666 RR 24 3 3
Bul 248 Doc - 320 34 .
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Pul 348 Doc 50 240 5
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e Gun 270 2775
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60750835466 3 Co 2 16 5 1 3 1 1
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6075083566 4 Co 39 . 9 10 1 i1 2 1
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6075083660 1 Co 12 13 3 1 3 1 8
bul 312 Doc
L 6075083066 2 Co 18 19 3 4 g 8
Bul 317 boe ’
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Pul 312 Doc i B
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6075024166 1 Co 9 6 27 2 2 2 1 220
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607509 J/k\J 107 30 10 38 3 4 3 2
VCG (Ben L 900 4500 5700 12 60 1500
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